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days difficult, and would have been quite unattainable but for
the extraordinary zeal and energy which he brought to bear on
them. Many truths, which in this time of enlightenment are
obvious, were then obscure, and would not have been reached
but for his persistent enquiries. Many fair superstructures of
improvement upon which India now gazes with admiration were
really first founded or devised by him, and would not have been
raised so soon but for his enterprising disposition. In short,
living at an era when improvement and progress were ushered
into Europe with startling rapidity, he was in unison with the
advancing tendencies of his day, and for India he was much
ahead of the age. Whether in some respects he drove the
chariot of Indian Government too fast and too far, will always
remain a matter of controversy. But there is no doubt that in
many respects he imparted to India a decided impulse and
moved the hands on her dial by several degrees forwards.

Some men are found who while severely exacting obedience
from their subordinates are unwilling to render it implicitly to
their superiors: Dalhousie was not one of these. He was
invariably courteous and respectful to the Court of Directors;
while he evidently felt grateful for the support so consistently
afforded by them. On their part they were equally con-
siderate to him,'and approved his proceedings almost without
exception; a circumstance the more remarkable because they had
sometimes differed with some of the most eminent among their
servants, such as the Marquis Wellesley. It is creditable to
. Dalhousie's tact and discretion that he should, though a very
progressive ruler, have retained to the end the confidence of so
cautious a body as the Court of Directors.

Again, some men of the greatest resolution and energy are
constitutionally indisposed to listen to opposing arguments, and
apt to adopt one side of a complex question without adequately
considering its other side; DaJhousie was not one of these.
He had indeed an aspiring and ambitious disposition, together
with a proud and sensitive temper; but he was schooled and
disciplined by self-control, and anxious to understand objections.
He desired to choose his line with patient care, because he